
  Agenda Item 9.2 
  Motion on Notice 
 

1 
 

SEDGEMOOR DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MOTION ON NOTICE 
 
Climate Change 
 
Members will be aware that the UN-established Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change (IPCC) published a report in October 2018 that demanded 
much stricter targets on climate change if substantial risks for natural and 
human systems are to be avoided.  
 
This far-reaching and compelling report has caused a growing number of 
organisations and places to declare that they are to achieve carbon neutrality 
by 2030.   
  
The County Council agreed a motion in February 2019 that declared a 
Climate Emergency and a series of measures to work towards carbon 
neutrality in Somerset by 2030.  Somerset Districts have made similar 
declarations.  
 
Notwithstanding the wide range of activities and policies that help address the 
cause and impacts of climate change that this Council is already undertaking, 
we can and should do more. We cannot be complacent. 
 
It makes sense to work across Somerset on this issue, working with the 
County Council and the other Districts together with other local partners and 
the community.  Local government has the potential to have far greater 
autonomy to drive economic growth, increase living standards and play a 
larger role in the heart of globalisation. That is why Sedgemoor District 
Council is proud to contribute to the United Nation’s Global Goals (SDGs) to 
address poverty, inequality, and climate change. 
 
Proposed Climate Change Motion, that Council: 

(a) Affirms the recognition of the scale and urgency of the global challenge 
from climate change, as documented by the latest Special Report of 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. 

 
(b) Pledges to work with partners, including the Heart of the South West 

LEP, Somerset County Council, Somerset Districts,  individuals and 
community groups to identify ways to make Sedgemoor and Somerset  
carbon neutral by 2030, taking into account both production and 
consumption emissions.  

 
(c) Joins with the County Council and Somerset Districts in writing to the 

Secretaries of State for Business Energy & Industrial Strategy, 
Transport, Environment, Food & Rural Affairs and Housing, 
Communities & Local Government calling for the creation, provision or 
devolution of powers and resources to make achievement of the 2030 
target possible here in Sedgemoor and Somerset.  
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(d) Allocates up to £25,000 from the Council’s Community Development 

Fund and authorise the Strategic Director (Doug Bamsey) to utilise this 
funding to resource the work necessary and develop a strategy and 
actions.  

 
(e) Will receive a report before the end of 2019 with the actions that have 

been and will be taken to address this target.  
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